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Bem four of
Chennal's lesding
by temimls
vers Vikram
Sestosayee, Sooraj Viswanatism,
i Rajesh and B Venkteshwar met
up b November 2024, It was oot

1o discus tennis. The four of them

were in final discussions abma
puing up Chesmai Firkdersss by
Sposts Din, a state-of the-ars
indoor pickietball Bclliy s Porur
that would be open ho the pablic
round-the-clock.

Temmis plavers. from
professionils to recreational
enthusiasts, are creasingly
erading in thetr tennis mckens for
pickleball paddles. One revezing
statistic is that out of 144 plavers
currently Hsted on
the Professional Pickleball
Association Tour, 130 of them
hawe some leved of teninis

Rk beiinds begenil Raimesh
Krishnan soys, “There is plenty of
excitement aroumed phckleball and
it & certainly on its way op” Eam
Suskcurruar, CEO, Indivm and
weteran lennis plaver in the
{(hemnai cluly ciouit aintes st
having played tennis for 37 yveans,
b weas imitially sceptical zhom
pickleball

“Whemn discussions started 18
mowsths w10 add pickleball

The launch of
Chennai
Picklersss by
Sports Den
demonstrates a
growing trend in
the world of
racquet sports

oourts at our club, | found the

sport intriguing bue a litthe odd ﬂ

a mix of tonnis and mble
Ve that | (e way
musstly for alder players.”

Hawewver, after playing
It regularly lor ihe past
six maonehs, faum sys,
“While | will always
TESIAI 3 bEns purist
at heart, I've come to
appreciare plekdeball
Foor b B8 bt 3 oy
with low eniry
barriers, fun o
play. and
accesdble (o
ecple

Strumming on
heart strings

Bluebirds keeps classic rock alive with a
tribute 1o Billy Joel and Erie Clapton at
Bav 146 this Valentine’s Day

withow formal treming. Hand-eye
coordination spores ke pickiehall
are famtassc for exerrise.”

Less physical impact

Tk b 4 high-imenaity spor
that respuires quick movements,
rapid changes of drection, and
explosive power. Pickleball, on the
other hand, bs generally leay

between the sports and | see many
tennd players genting wolved in
Picklehall as lt's 2 fun sport.”

Making the switch
Several profiessional tennis players
hupee already made the switeh to
pickleball. Ancre Agsesi, the
former world No. | hes become 2
global ambassdor for pickicball,
which i starting o ke off i big
wiry i bnadis, China and the rest of
i,

Tennis legends jolm McEnroe,
Stethi Gral, Andy Roddick, Michael
thang and Maria Sharapova

injuries or because they
found the spert oo tiring
&5 they pot older.”
Current Davis Cup

Payer and india No, 3,

Ramlammar

[Rirrnomt by siys he
has played pickiehallz
eotipbe of times. He
addy, “Touch any leel &=
the ¢cmmon Bactor

ploysically demanding, muking it amiong others hove sl been
an stitracthee opon for ennis krevwen to play the game.
plhayers whio may be looking to Muodomid Sasiloumer, curment
reduce the impact on Indian Davis Cup Player and India
ithelr bodies, Na, 2 s, "Retired tennis legiends
Vikram horve a bot of time and definiiely
% Vee, Wand to stay active with so i
captain of the letss phvysical thon tewmis. The
Feanures of both tennis and
I!Ir]drl\:dlur il adeneilar
ecaise e body motion |s mosthy
from down 1o up, both games are
the Madras feel-hased and both requine land
Club tenmis tesum says, eye cooedination”
) 207 1 “Ovor the L many
LA decndes, we have seen The future of pickieball
' many of ouar tennis | hope pickiehall and tennis can
buddies oomp stop comipli each other” Romesh
plarirg temis dus 0 Krishnan sayn, achding that

pickieball can be an ideal stuting
paint for younpgsiers who will then
“hipefuly 2 1 Tennis .

—
ihermmud Piekilersan by Sporrs [, af
Kirmberty Garcten, Pullavarar Rood,
Kolapsaktam, will be opem through
thir day with threr indoor picklrbell
courts ard @ store for euuprner end
rcemorier. Call WHOZWSHE

Tamil pride
A discussion on Tamil identity was the crux of the

tion between author Nirmala Laksl

Bepend lamguape Author Nirmals Lekahman and feemer Uinion Missvier

dapanti Nataragen st Amethyst §semosiy

T it also invits evudite leaders who
Sanjana Ganesh reache across bipartisan lines to
somp g el s strive for better Tves for the Tamil
people, said Lakshmaun,
uring the Indian stragsle for A conversation about this and
[’heodm’ . Exmily members of  several other layers of the Tamil
the Chairperson of The identity inchading its secular nature,

FHindu Group, Nermaly Lakshman and  alharing poetry and advanced
Unsieses Minister favanthi Nataraien, eivilisation, ok place on Tuesday
ek 1o thee streets 1o register dissant between the politician and the
=gainst oppressive colonial forces. aathar at Amethyst's Purple Turtbes.
Fack then, these houscholds full of Centred anound Lakshman's latest
Journalists, polisicians, and bk Tarnils - A Portralt of a
nationalists, were rife with Community, part of 4 serses brought
comversations sbout Gandhi, motiny, ot by the Aleph Book Company, the
snd the march towards disrunsion went over passionate
mdependonoe wenren o Tamul's gloriows Sangam

1 grew up in a house where nearly  age, Jain and Buddhist influences
all my Faxmily members went @ jail before in established and unified
arvund that time,” says Natzrsjan. Hindu identity. as well as early
“Wihen nvy great grandiather JON maticnalists. The suthor resd oot
Kanakasabhapath Muclillar] was on Sangam poetry translated by poet
his deathhed, he told my grandfather  AK Ramanujan thist capruned the
M Bhakrhuvatssbem| this in the esmence of women who yearned lor
context of a strugzle for a lmguistic their lovers, often in battle and, hero
state: ‘Remember, Bhakthavasakim, worship.
from Tinrvengadam [another mme Lakshiman sakd that there is a
for Tiruputhi] so Kanyakumard, itis need to amplify the South indian
noathing but Tamilakam, Tamilklam, contributicn towards the Endisn
and anly Tamilzkam. We lost freedom strugzle. She recounted the
Tiruvengidam bt held onto Kumar story of Sivaganga queen Vels
That wias how comwersntions were Nachivar, the Marudhi brothers,
back then,” she savs. who were early freedom Aghters,

The Tamil commyitment to the amd the sepoy mutiny at Vellore in
freedom strugsle ok shape not just 1506, that predsted the Meerat
in people pledging gold to Gandhi, masiny in 1857,

-
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hem the Bluehirds

ke the stage for
and “The Guitar Man’ at Hay
146 on Valentine's Day, they
will der e than play
music. They will revive an
exa when love balbads and
rock anthems shaped
romance and relationslip
The Chennpl-besed band,
with roots strevching back o
1969, s set to perform a
rribsute to Billy ool and Eric
Clepton = twno masical glan
b defined what it meant 1o
love, lnse, and e

“We grew up listenirg o

Eslly Jo| arad Forie Clapiton,”
sy fajan Muthukrishnan,
the bands bassist. ~Their
i is ahsolutedy
mesmerising. A pimo man
andd & gultar man - 1'% 4 rare
combirmtion, b 3 bentiful
P
Jesudasan Rajasekaman,
the band s lead vocalise says.
1 discovered illy Joel in
B9TH when my Americun
Eriiriend pave me two of his
somghoaks, That was ey
intmduction to Valentine's
Dy Sknee then, his music
s bewen a1 pant of my fife.”

Far dnummer Shyem Rao,
the tribute i also sbo
begacy.

“Muskc evolves, ut the
FOCEN mutter, AX an older
band, #t's our job (o keep
that fire aive.” he s

Throwugh the ages
Originaily fmmded in
Midurai i 1965 by an
Anplo-ndian Emily, the
banid ix now & mix of old and
new members,

The Valentine's Dy setlist

somje s tied to 3 memory.

AR Hay M6, ian intimate
venue with 2 devoped
musicdoving crowd,
Eluchirds expect an
midience that spns
Fetierathom.

it s i his G,
Rujasekaran in his 70s, and
Skryam in his 50s. But as they
falk abwout maisic, memories,
Al bove, they sem agelos,
Thasir laghter ks eavy, their
onthusizsm inlections. T
Fajasekaran says it hese:
“The day | stop singing.
thiat's the day | ntan ageing

—
Dy Febwuary M af Bay HE,
Reyapemah. For tickets, conll
PR ar visit district iy
Zormatn o Insider;

Turtle walk across
the 38th Parallel

In a laudable marriage of theatre. art and spoken word, Limits
of Change by Parvathi Nayvar and Nayantara Nayar, narrates a
lesser- known chapter of Indo-Korean history

ow often does anart

allery turm into a

stagae, blurring chae
lines betwesn memory and
myth, fsce and Retion,
personal and collective:
histories?

Chin & brigihit Tuenday
morming, Curator I and her
zenloas sssistant guide their
puests through a narrative that
wits ot the wweot spot between
Laet anad fictloon, 4 mamioth
phrysical maze that embodies
an cften overlocked chapter
of Indo-Eerean history. The
stary of the Custodian Foroe
Incla (CFTL, whio were
pescekeepers ot the Korean
Demilitizrsed Zone (AL
during 195354 following the
signing of the Armistice of the
Knroan War, comes alive
thromsgh the personal

anecdotes of a ceriuin Cupisin
K. It traces the st
peacekeeping mission
undertiken by independent
Imclia

In a 70-minute nterpctive
experience desEned o
challengy the sidience, Linits
of Change, partar exhibir,
part-perfonmance and

pari-history lesson, by
Parvathi Nayar and Rayantara
Nayar, is an wmbitious project
rosirted in personal history,
Here an imstallsthors, videos,
spolen word and text meTpe
A sinyear-long sojourn that
Imvolved years of meticulous
research and o post-pandemic

trip to the DME, Limits of
Changs |s Parvathi's personal
quest tn piece wgether her
Eate fathier biggor-General TNRE
Nayar's thme and experiences
at the CFL. His betters, diary
enirfes, photographs and
wideos femm the cormerstone
of this expenience.

Spread across Lallt Kaka
Aladem, in rooms titled the
archive room, helicopter
ToOm, oo room and
Eorgiveness room 10 neme 2
few, dilfercnt pleces of the
prurzzdie come together in
perfarmance, lending 3
exhibit that exists on its own,
Curator [ and her assistant's
marration is the cherry on the

top.

“Thils isa work of
storyielling. When Nayantara
and | were researching, we
realised thar most people did
ot even lmow that there was
this lovely plece ol
backe-Kosrean histerry tht
started from Chennpd and
fmished i Chennal,” says
Parvathi, sdding. “They sav
that fiction tefls cur fruest
wruthi, So o oraite & work of
Betion, we didin't invent
history, but &' enmeshed in
history. The emational charge
o it in my Eather'n life. Wha
e warn s 8 person nfluences
mned indorms this plece "

The ideafism of the newdy
indepenident India, and the
skl proclamed duty of care.
adl set comtest o the project
mooted in ssobiography. “We

book end the piece with
history and then ket hetion
ke over. | think personally, |
frnd these hybrid spaces very
exviting,” addy Parvathl.

explaration. Rathi Jafer,
director, Inko Centre, who
produced he show, say, “We
are always looking for acces
points between the countries
torough the ars. The
imter-cidtural dialogue
between India and Koroa la
emphasised lry this project.”

While Yog Japee helms the
dramanryy, the esceilent
stop-motion videos that
narrate the fairytabe of Miss
are concep uakised by O
Satyajn. The exhibition
design i by Sindhora
Varmasmalid Sowmithrl and
the art bnatallutions are
created by students from
various educational
instifutions in the city.

b @nch room, there I i
diflerent emotion to mckle,
Says Yoz, "We wanted the
amfience to pet 35 close o the
husman experience as
jrenssibile. Ultimatey, in sich
wlories, |t s the
experience tha is
parmmount. That's what you
takar back,”

Shversrs are on till Febrery 20 o
H.30am, 1.30pm and &30mmn
Registration {1 an a frst-oomr,
Sirstservy uasts vl cam b dane
af inknorntre.ong



